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THE STATE OF THE CITY
M A Y O R  LY N N  S C O T T

It has become a tradition that the 
Mayor presents to the Garden Club 
each January a “State of the City” 
address. I’m pleased to proclaim the 

state of the city is good and getting better.
Our last audit for 2016-2017 was 

somewhat clouded in that the audit firm 
of BrooksCardiel could get little or no 
information from our former golf club 
management company, Billy Casper Golf. 
Since Casper’s removal from the course, 
we discovered several disturbing things. 
This included requests for payment of 
invoices that had already been paid and 
duplicates of other invoices. They also 
asked for payroll advances when they had 
more than enough in the bank to cover 
that. But enough about Casper.

The golf course has been a drain on 
the coffers of the city for many years and 
though it is still a burden, it becomes less 
burdensome daily. 

We now have a new era led by Sterling 
Golf and the prospects are very different. 
In 2017, Sterling’s first full calendar year, 
which included 10-½ months of restau-

rant operation, they reported revenues of 
$1,065,000, an increase of $462,000 over 
the prior year. The course itself is in excel-
lent condition as we approach the spring 
growing season, so we are very optimistic 
as we enter year two with Sterling.

We have probably the highest home-
stead tax in Montgomery County because 
we have virtually no commercial property 
in Panorama. Ad valorem taxes, sales 
taxes and franchise fees are basically all 
the revenue we receive. 

By comparison, we receive 1/50 of the 
sales tax revenue of another city our size, 
Shenandoah. Shenandoah is similar in 
population but they collect $6 million 
dollars in sales and drink taxes while we 
get about $120K. Their ad valorem taxes 
are 11% of their budget and ours is 68%. 

Because the City Council chose many 
years ago to not join the San Jacinto River 
Authority surface water project, we are 
paying 11 cents per thousand gallons of 
water and other cities such as Conroe 
are paying $3.15 per thousand gallons of 
water, nearly 30 times that rate. 

We have recently replaced four city owned 
vehicles, invested in drainage for the west 
side of the City and recoated the sewage 
treatment plant at a savings of nearly $200K. 
Our engineering firm is working on a 
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program that will 
give us funding for ditch construction and 
reworking. That is our main way to control 
flooding, and the prospects are encouraging.

We have also learned we have been 
approved for FEMA funding in excess of 
$50K and are anticipating another $100K 
plus. Much of it will be used for drainage.

As all you know, our streets are in 
need of repair. We have a bid to resurface 
all roads for $505K and the bid is good 
until November 5, 2018. We have several 
options to finance the project and will 
discuss it at length in the months to come.

Our Auditors stated in May 2016, and 
again in May 2017 that our financial situ-
ation was sound. Your City Council and I 
are doing everything we can to keep it that 
way. We all share one goal, and that is to 
keep Panorama Village at the top of the list 
for residential housing communities.

Art quilting combines technology with art 
Panorama resident 
Suzan Engler is rapidly 
becoming an emerging 
star in the fascinating 
world of art quilts, and 
it has all happened in 
the last seven years. Her 
work is currently fea-
tured in a “solo show” 
February 3-25 at the 
Copper Shade Tree Stu-
dio in Round Top, Texas. 
You might also find it in 
traveling shows currently on tour in such 
faraway places as Australia and the UK.

“I was involved with the Conroe-based 
Golden Needle Quilt Guild and decided to 
attend the 2010 International Quilt Festival 

at the Brown Convention 
Center in Houston,” she said. 
It’s the largest quilt show in 
the world, attracting over 
50,000 people each year.

She expected to find 
lots of fabulous quilts, but 
also discovered something 
quite different—lifelike 
works of art made with 
thread on fabric. Given her 
background in computer 
science and architecture, 

she was immediately drawn to it.
For her, an art quilt begins with a digital 

design, which is printed on fabric to create 
a pattern. You then add stitching to high-
light the design elements. After that, it’s all 

about sewing colored thread on the fabric. 
This takes anywhere from a week to four 
or five months, depending on the size and 
complexity of the design.

“Art quilting is easy to get into, although 
it can take awhile to master the techniques,” 
Suzan added. “Fortunately there are lots of 
wonderful people willing to help.”

One place to start learning about  
quilting is the Panorama Piece Corps  
quilting club led by Susan Stocking.  
You can email Susan Stocking at  
sewsue45@gmail.com for information. 
Suzan Engler can be reached through her 
website at suzanengler.com. And if you 
want more information on art quilting, 
check out the national organization,  
Studio Art Quilt Associates at saqa.com.



Monday Closed 
Tuesday 11 am - 7 pm
Wednesday 11 am - 7 pm
Thursday 11 am - 7 pm
Friday 11 am - 7 pm
Saturday 11 pm - 5 pm
Sunday 11 pm - 4 pm

Clubhouse Food Service

If you have played golf for any length 
of time you have probably have had a 
golf lesson or two. Many people think 
lessons are only for beginners, but tour 
pros continue to seek help from profes-
sional instructors. Golf is not an easy 
game to master, so it is best to begin 
with lessons so you do not form bad 
habits that are hard to change. 

Lessons usually last thirty minutes to 
one hour. The cost varies on the facility 
and the qualifications of the instructor. 
The instructor may ask questions about 
your golf experience and your motivation 
and goals. You may also be asked about 

any injuries or physical limitations you 
may have. If you are a beginner you will 
learn about grip, posture, ball position 
and alignment. You will learn that you 
hit down on the ball to make it go up. 
Previous players will get a review of those 
things but will be checked for flaws in 
their swing and what they need to change 
to improve their ball striking. 

At Panorama, Scott Atkinson, our 
PGA Professional and Kyle Atkinson, 
PGA Apprentice, teach lessons. Scott 
says he does not teach a specific swing, 
but the fundamentals as noted above…
grip, posture, alignment, and ball posi-

tion. He works with you to understand 
ball flight and how to produce a repeat-
able swing using those basics. 

Scott plans on investing in a launch 
monitor that will help in checking club 
head speed, how fast and far you hit, 
and the force with which you hit the 
ball. He is also going to have the Annual 
Junior Clinics he held this last summer.  
Lessons are individually taught or you 
can work out a series of lessons. 

Most lessons concentrate on the use of 
a seven iron, but progress to other clubs, 
as well. If you are interested in lessons, 
talk with Scott or Kyle in the Pro Shop. 

ON THE TEE BOX With Ruthie McGrath

Feb 2  Panorama Ladies Association at the 
clubhouse. Registration 10:30 am, 
program featuring Montgomery 
County Assistance League Style Show 
at 11:00 am. RSVP for lunch by calling 
Carol Fletcher at 936-856-2829.

Feb 6  City Council meeting at City Hall, 
5:00 pm.

Feb 8  Liberty Belles Republican Women, 
5:30 pm check-in, 6:00 program and 
dinner. District Clerk and County 
Clerk candidate forums. Make  
reservations at libertybellesrw.com.

Feb 15  Panorama Garden Club, 10:00 am at 
the clubhouse. “Buds and butterflies” 
presented by Montgomery County 
Master Gardener. Plan to stay for 
lunch afterwards.

Feb 16  Last day to file for city elections.

Feb 22  Talk to the Mayor, 6:00 pm at the 
clubhouse.

U P CO M I N G  E V E N T S

Yard of the Month Richard and Vonnie Quinones 
26 Green Tree

The Panorama Village Voice is published monthly by Bob Lamons, Editor. Call 713-828-7000 or email bob.lamons@sbcglobal.net to submit article suggestions.

Get your niblicks 
ready for Lion’s 
Club tournament 
The Second Annual Panorama Lion’s 
Club Charity Golf Tournament is coming 
to Panorama Golf Club on St. Paddy’s 
Day, March 17th and it’s time to start 
getting your team together. Four-person 
teams will compete for valuable prizes 
in men’s and women’s divisions, and 
the tournament will be followed by an 
awards program in the clubhouse with 
doorprizes and raffle items. The event 
starts with a 9:00 am shotgun start.

The entry fee is $75 per person, 
which includes green fees, golf cart, 
driving range, goodie bag, refresh-
ments, light breakfast and lunch. Call 
Lion’s Club President Judy Trosvig at 

936-444-3401 for more information.
Sponsorships are still available—ask 

any Lion’s Club member for details. All 
proceeds benefit Lion’s charitable activi-
ties, including student scholarships, eye 
glasses for needy children and the fabu-
lous Lion’s Summer Camp for disabled 
youngsters.

Position the ball one inch 
behind your forward ankle to 

properly center your swing 
and create a more powerful 

strike. 

for 
Better 
GolfingTips


