V I L L AGE VOIC E

T H E PA N O R A M A V I L L A G E V O I C E N E W S L E T T E R

VOLUME 3, ISSUE 9

SEPTEMBER 2018

Join the Lions for a Lakeside Social
If you’ve ever thought about joining the
Panorama Lions Club, they’re hosting a
special event on Saturday, September 22
to give you the opportunity to find out
what it’s like to be a member of the
world’s largest service organization.
Since 1971, Panorama Lions Club
members have been serving the needs of
individuals and organizations in Panorama Village and the surrounding area
through scholarships for deserving high
school graduates, sponsorships for kids
with physical disabilities to attend Texas
Lions Camp, eye care and eyeglass programs for needy children and dozens of
other worthwhile charities.
The Panorama Lions generate money
through fundraising efforts like the Flags
With Pride program, the Annual Charity
Golf Tournament and by selling hot dogs

A

pproximately 60% of our residents
were not living here when the City
bought the Panorama Country
Club, so I offer this information for
them. In 2004, the Panorama Country
Club fell on hard times and the members
opted to sell the club. Mayor Kravetz was
concerned about the possible result of an
outsider owning the club and approached
the City Council to purchase the golf
course of approximately 200 acres, a clubhouse, restaurant, pro-shop and bar.
Although we hired a company to
manage the course, it never prospered
the way we had hoped. Because we own
and control the course, we were able to
hire another management company and
the course has had an abrupt turn around
and is quickly trending in the direction
we hoped for 13 years ago. Many tend to
disagree on that point, but it is true.
Meanwhile, elsewhere in the county,
Wedgewood Golf Course, Texas National
and River Plantation (all close competitors) changed hands. Sometimes more
than once. One new owner of Wedgewood separated some the real estate
from the course and developed it. That

on July 4th. Virtually every dollar taken in is paid out because
the Panorama Lions have no
administrative overhead.
If you’d like to consider being a
part of this, come to the lakeside
social at the home of Bob and
Margaret Lamons, 43 Winged
Foot Drive on the 22nd of September. It starts at 11:00 am and
continues until 3:30 or so. Lions
will be grilling hamburgers and
hot dogs and there will be games
for the young and young at heart.
You can even take Bob’s paddle
boat out for a spin on the lake.
Bring your entire family.
For more information, call 713-828-7000
or ask any Lions member for a printed
invitation.

From
The
Mayor
lessened the charm that once was Wedgewood. They owned the real estate under
Wedgewood Golf Course. Also, River
Plantation’s owner was able to close 9
holes of their 27 holes and redevelop that
real estate. I understand they are involved
in a lawsuit over that. Texas National
has closed and I hear the land is being
redeveloped.
In each case the result was because
the land was part of the course and the
neighborhood had no say in any decision.
Our course is city owned and would require a vote of the citizens for it to be sold
because it was bought by bond money.
In the near future, I will ask the council
to pass an ordinance that should the City
opt to ever sell the course, the land would
not be part of the deal. The golf club
could only be sold as a business.
Lynn

Liberty Belles hosting
God’s Garage
The Liberty Belles Republican Women
will hold their first luncheon of the fall at
the Clubhouse on Thursday, September
13 with check-in at 11:30 am followed
by a program and lunch. The program
will feature an inspirational presentation
by representatives of God’s Garage, a
non-profit organization that repairs
vehicles for single mothers, widows and
wives of deployed military. RSVP at
libertybellesrw.com by September 7.

Fly Fishing Club Supports
Healing Waters
The Panorama Fly Fishing Club has joined
with two other area clubs to support
Healing Waters, a nationally recognized
organization dedicated to the physical
and emotional rehabilitation of disabled
veterans through fly fishing education and
outings. If you would like to join the Panorama group in this worthy program, or if
you would simply like to learn the art of fly
fishing, call Bill Heugel at 936-635-2618.

Tips for better golfing
Dave Stockton suggests practicing putting with your forward hand only to get
a better putting motion. Add your back
hand lightly for guidance.

ON THE TEE BOX With Ruthie McGrath
There are a lot of fun golfing groups in
Panorama. One of the oldest groups
around is the High Rollers. It has been
around more than 40 years. This men’s
group is not restricted to only the lowest handicappers, but you must have an
established handicap to participate and
many players do have low handicaps.
They play on Wednesdays and Fridays
at 12:30 and Saturdays and Sundays at
11am. Ask Doug McEntire for more
information about the High Rollers.
Another long-time men’s group is
the Lite Hitters. Joe Watson along
with Bob Kindred and Jesse Brawner
head this group. They play on Monday,
Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday at
9:30am. The Lite Hitters have taken on
the responsibility for the Fall Classic,
a very popular annual tournament;
this year being played the weekend of
October 6 and 7. Sign up forms will be
in the Pro Shop soon.
The Men’s Golf Association (MGA)
plays the first Saturday of each month
at 9:30am. Jesse Brawner is the head of
this group and plans a varied format
each month. There are annual dues plus

Yard of the Month

fees for each tournament. The tournaments are usually 2, 3 or 4 men teams.
Men 50+ can play in the Old Codgers
group headed by John Cromien. They
play once a month on the third Monday
and men 50-59 play from the white tees,
while men 60+ play from the black tees.
Senior Interclub Chairman Fred
Broussard selects the teams that will
play on most Thursdays from February
through October with a break during
the months of July and August. They
play here at Panorama and travel to 13
other clubs in the Conroe/Houston area.
The Panorama Women’s Golf
Association (PWGA) was established
in 1966 and is a group of friendly, fun
players of all skill levels. They play on
Tuesdays from January-November and
also have a Saturday Playday for working women. They have special tournaments throughout the year plus an
annual Invitational (Party in Paradise)
and Year End Christmas Awards Party
and belong to the Bluebonnet Interclub and Texas Senior Women’s Golf
Association. Contact Pamela Mika for
information.

Dudley and Rhonda Phillips
357 Bay Hill

The Panorama Niners Organization
(PNO) was founded in 1994 and also
plays on Tuesdays. This group provides
an opportunity to play organized golf
and promote camaraderie and friendship
among its member. They belong to two
Interclubs and have special tournaments
during the year. Although they have
experienced golfers of all levels they
welcome beginner golfers. For information on the Niners call Janet Westlake.
The Wednesday and Friday Scramble
group plays at 5:30 and is open to both
men and women. Recently John and
Jenni Greer have worked to provide
computer use to determine teams which
has worked well. Many have formed
lasting friendships through this group.
The Sunday Couples group, headed by
Julie Timmons and Barbara Ford,
sends emails when the tournaments are
scheduled. The format varies and are
played in foursomes. If you are interested in any of these groups, feel free to
ask in the Pro Shop or contact me and
I will put you in touch with the group
leader. golfladly103@gmail.com

U P CO M I N G E V E N T S
Sept 3	Labor Day swim pool open
10:00 am to 8:00 pm
Sept 4	City Council meeting at City Hall,
6:30 pm
Sept 7	Panorama Ladies Association at
the clubhouse, 10:30 check-in,
11:00 program and lunch. Hello
Beautiful Style Show is planned.
Call Peggy Fisher at 214-287-9085
for reservations.
Sept 13	Liberty Belles Republican Women
at the clubhouse, 10:30 check-in,
11:00 program and lunch.
Presentation by God’s Garage.
RSVP at libertybellesrw.com.
Sept 20	Panorama Garden Club at the
clubhouse, 10:00 am. Tommy
Weeks of Longmire Daylilly Gardens
will speak. Call Vicki Griffin at
281-253-0470 for info.
Sept 27	Talk To The Mayor,
6:30 pm at City Hall
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