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Lake Panorama dam in need of repairs
Lake Panorama was created in 1967 by
damming Stewarts Creek along the eastern border of our city. The earthen dam is
12 feet high and 475 feet wide. Overflow
is handled by a 60 foot wide concrete,
broad-crested spillway which empties
under IH 45 on the way to the San Jacinto
River and ultimately the Gulf of Mexico.
The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality through their Dam Safety
Program inspects dams statewide and
makes recommendations to owners of
dams for maintenance. City records
show inspections in 1986 and 2006,
and the latest inspection in 2016, which
contained multiple suggestions for dam
maintenance.
When the city recently surveyed the
dam we discovered significant voids
under the spillway. The spillway is a 60 x
50 feet concrete slab at a 30 degree angle.
Should the spillway fail, the dam would
be in danger of failing and we could lose
the lake. The problem was caught in time
and will be remedied soon.
Three possible solutions have been
discussed: 1. Break up the spillway and
completely rebuild it. 2. Fill the voids
under the slab with polymer. 3. Inject a
mortar mix through holes drilled in the

spillway to fill the voids under the slab.
We have been told by our engineers
that solution number one could cost as
much as $175,000, possibly more. Solution number two is out of the question
because the voids are so large the repair
could be $400,000 or more. Solution
number three is our most desirable
option, with estimated costs of around
$80,000 if it proves to be practical.
As soon as contractor bids are received
and evaluated, the work can be sched-

uled. Hopefully, this will be in August,
our driest month.
The dam is classified as a significant
hazard dam. A breach analysis was
performed on November 15, 1982 by the
Texas Department of Water Resources.
The analysis showed that least one home
within 0.2 miles of the dam could have
adverse impacts from the breach of our
dam. Since that time, other homes and
structures have been built downstream of
the dam.

Quilting club changes with the times
You might think that quilting is an ageold vocation where nothing ever changes,
but that’s not true according to Susan
Stocking, Bee Keeper of the Panorama
Piece Corps quilt bee. “We are always
coming across new tools, materials and
techniques,” she said.
For example, nobody uses conventional scissors anymore because they’re not
accurate. Rotary cutters and new types of
rulers are used to precisely cut material
for stitching. The Panorama group, which
currently has 14 members, is affiliated with
the much larger Conroe Golden Needles
Quilt Guild that sponsors a bi-annual
show at the Lone Star Convention Center.

This year’s show is September 21-22 and
will feature hundreds of quilt samples
and displays from dozens of vendors and
industry suppliers.
The Panorama group, which was
formed in 2002, meets on the second
Monday each month at the home of
Gloria Bumgarner. The format is flexible
and the conversation is fluid. “Sometimes
we all work on a square for each other’s
quilt,” Susan said, “and other times we
work to make quilts for a veteran or single mother staying at an area shelter.”
They are always looking for people to
join their group. If you’re interested in finding out more, call Susan at 936-856-8601.

ON THE TEE BOX With Ruthie McGrath
Because Panorama Village is a golfing
community I’ve always been curious
if golf is the reason people move here.
It was for me when I finally moved
here from Houston in 1997, after being
a non-resident member for a while.
I discovered Panorama several years
earlier while attending a 4th of July
party at the home of my friend’s mother, Mildred Williams.
Most of the original residents were
golfers who lived in the Houston area
and came on weekends to golf and
socialize. They built small weekend
homes to enjoy and many later many
moved here permanently. In a previous
article I wrote that Doug McEntire
grew up in Panorama and played golf
as a teenager and now continues to live
here, play golf, and serve his community as a City Councilman.
Leslie and Buddy Bise ended up living in Panorama and playing golf here
as they have family ties in Montgomery County. Ann and Keith Bice fell in
love with Panorama after hearing her
father talk about the area. They wanted
a place where they could play golf and
enjoy the beauty of the golf course.
Mary Lynn Langley and John lived
in Panorama and played golf here
while John worked nearby. Mary
Lynn’s mother, Donis Miller, and sister,
Jo Miller Bamonte now live here also.
They all live on the golf course and
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enjoy its beauty.
The Panorama Village sign on I45
sparked Joe Ford’s curiosity so that
he investigated and found a beautiful
community and golf course where he
and Barbara would eventually retire.
Ted Langlie gave a recommendation about Panorama to over twenty
golfers who came and played here for
a long time. That is how Darlene and
Lynn Scott, and Mary and Jim Neylon
became active members of Panorama
Golf Club. They enjoyed the value and
the friends they made here. Lynn and
Darlene moved here, and Jim and Mary
later moved to a nearby subdivision.
Initially value was the reason
Margaret and Bob Lamons settled
in Panorama. They had investigated
other golfing subdivisions in the area
and felt they could get a better value,
bigger home, plus lake and golf course
views in Panorama. And after living
here, Bob has resumed his golfing,
although he says some people might
not call it that!!!
Many newer residents have moved
here for other reasons in addition
to golf, including public and private
schools nearby, safety, quick access
to the freeway, and family close by.
Whatever your reason, it probably
includes the golf course with its green
spaces and the beauty of this special
place where we live.
Pat and Helmut Eindorf
24 Cherry Hill

Tips

for
Better
Golfing

According to pro golfer Justin
Thomas, you’re better off
being really confident using
the wrong club than
being tentative with
the right one.

Garden Club in full bloom

Despite the fact that the Panorama Garden
Club is on summer hiatus, its members
are moving in a variety of directions. Club
members recently decorated the gazebo in
Schroeder Park for the July Fourth festivities.
As announced last month, the club is
sponsoring a special sale of surplus furniture and holiday decorations on July 4 from
8:00 am to 5:00 pm in front of the “administration” building located just east of the
clubhouse. Furniture and decorating samples will be priced and on display in front of
the building several days before the sale. If
you spot something you can’t live without,
call Joan Jackson at 713-542-8577 and she’ll
be glad to come and take your money.
New Garden Club officers have been
elected for the 2018-19 program year.
Susan Nixon and Joan Jackson will serve
as co-presidents, Vicki Griffin is First
V.P., Renee Miller is Second V.P., Rachelle
McWhorter is secretary, Grace Reidy is treasurer, Tami Smith is membership chair and
Barbara White is parliamentarian.
Membership in the Panorama Garden
Club is $25 for the year, and spouses can
join for $5 extra. Call Tami Smith at 936856-4382 for more information.

U P CO M I N G E V E N T S
July 3	City Council meeting, 6:00 pm at
City Hall
July 4	July Fourth Celebration (See schedule in June issue of Village Voice)
July 11	Lion’s Club Meeting, 7:00 at the
clubhouse
July 17	Junior Golf Camp for
advanced students 8-10 am,
Tuesday-Thursday, $75
Call Pro Shop for details
July 26	Talk To The Mayor, 6:30 pm at City Hall
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