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Panorama Samaritans making Christmas
brighter for area children
Fourteen years ago, Frank and Roxie
Thompson went to a service at First
Methodist Church in Willis where young
children were being given second hand
clothing for Christmas. Several of them
were barefooted and without coats.
Later they discussed how upsetting this
was with Panorama neighbors Al and
Ruby Tatom, Cotton and Jane Peterson
and John and Katie Youngblood. They
decided to do something about it.
That was the beginning of Panorama
Samaritans. The first year they raised
about $600 and took 20 kids to Dollar
General for a $25 shopping spree. They
decided early on to let the kids make their
own buying decisions without interference from parents or guardians because
it was pretty apparent that would be the
only Christmas gifts they would receive.
When the new Kroger Marketplace
opened in 2010, they formed a partner-

ship with the management of that facility
that has prospered over the past decade.
They also formalized an arrangement
with the Willis Food Pantry to screen
and nominate deserving youngsters aged
6-12 years.
New Panorama families joined the
leadership team over the years, including
Betty and Butch Emmons, Susie and Max
Martensen, Marilyn Brannan and Margaret and Mike McCreedy.
Last year, 113 kids were treated to $40
shopping sprees thanks to the generosity
of 79 donors. If you would like to help
with this year’s effort, call Betty Emmons
at 936-228-0699 or Susie Martensen at
936-856-2887. Or you can mail a check
to Betty at 424 Rolling Hills Drive.
Volunteers are also needed the morning of Saturday, December 21 to help
the children with their buying decisions.
Your generosity is most appreciated.

Frank Thompson and Betty Emmons have
provided fourteen years of leadership for the
Panorama Samaritans.

Yard waste clean up offered

Bridgewood Farms offering
Christmas poinsettias
Bridgewood Farms is located on a former 50-acre Christmas tree
farm just east of Willis and offers amazing programs for intellectually and developmentally challenged teens and adults. Every day,
over one hundred people travel from all over Montgomery County
and adjacent areas to attend programs at Bridgewood Farms. This
year Bridgewood is celebrating 52 years of providing activities and
services for persons ranging in age from 16 to 70 years.
Kristi Leggett, Development Director, recently spoke to
the Panorama Lions about the many worthwhile programs at
Bridgewood, and mentioned the opportunity to order Christmas poinsettias for $10 each. You can specify red, pink or white
and fill out an order form at www.bridgewoodfarms.org. The
order deadline is November 11 at 5:00 pm.

The City of Panorama Village and Waste Management have
set December 6, 7, and 8th for Fall Cleanup which will allow
Panorama Village residents to bring their bagged leaves and
other yard waste/debris to put in a large roll-off container for
disposal. The container will be located in the vacant parking
lot next to the old administration building on Greenbriar
Drive just south of the clubhouse. This service is intended
for residents of Panorama Village and designed for yard
waste/debris only.
We will be doing the same thing in the spring in the
March/April time frame so please plan your clean-up accordingly.

Public meeting scheduled Nov 4

A public meeting will be held at City Hall on November 4
at 9:15 am to address two issues of importance to Panorama residents. The first issue is a proposal to raise water and
sewer rates effective January 1, 2020.
The second issue regards changing our Planning and
Zoning Ordnance to bring it into compliance with the most
recent national building codes.

ON THE TEE BOX With Ruthie McGrath
Do you have a favorite hole at Panorama Golf Club? Maybe you never
thought about it, but probably you like
at least one hole over the others. I talked to several of the male golfers to see
what they thought and hopefully you
will enjoy reading what they said.
Jim Modeland said that #23 was
his favorite because he can navigate
over Stewart Creek with a driver, and
then use a 7 wood to be on or near the
green in regulation. Richard Kobarg
decided that the par three #16 is his
favorite because it is challenging, fun,
and one he can par. He thinks most
people underestimate the distance, and
if they do the ball rolls all the way to
the back of the green.
Roy DeWitz chose the par five #17
as his favorite because it is long and
requires three good shots to get to the
green. Several people picked #21 as

their favorite hole for various reasons.
Carlos Madruga likes #21 because the
green is big and wide, and if you are
accurate you can be putting for par.
Even if you end up in the sand, you are
at least on the island!!
Fred Miller had no hesitation when
he chose #21. No wonder as that is
where he had his Hole in One!! Bob
Lamons, who calls himself a “borderline” golfer, also likes #21 as it his best
bet to make a Par, or maybe even a
Birdie. From the black tee, it is a short
carry over the water so all you have to
do is swing easy. He uses a seven iron.
Keith Bice chose the par four #19
because that’s where he made his
Eagle. Of course, we all know Keith has
always liked “the 19th Hole”!! Let me
know if you have a favorite Panorama
hole and I’ll put it in a future column.

Lions Christmas dinner
coming Dec 10

936-856-5631
936-228-0177
936-228-0243
936-228-0242

Friday Food Specials
Nov 1
Chicken Picatta $11.95
Nov 8	Shrimp & grits Large $16.50,
small $12.50
Nov 15 Smothered steak $11.95
Nov 22 Fish Fry $10.50
Nov 28	Club closed, no special to
Club Championship

U P CO M I N G E V E N T S
Nov 1	Panorama Ladies Association at the
clubhouse. Check-in at 10:30, program at 11:00 and lunch at noon.
Katherine Lansangen of Houston
Methodist Hospital will speak on
“Physical Therapy.” Call Jo Broome
at 936-701-2340 for information.
Nov 4	Public Meeting at City Hall at
9:15 am to discuss water/sewer
rates and Planning & Zoning
ordnance revisions.

The Panorama Lions Club is planning its traditional Christmas
event on Tuesday, December 10 with a fabulous dinner and concert featuring the award-winning Willis High School Jazz Band.
The evening starts with dinner at the clubhouse at 6:00 pm followed by a concert of holiday and jazz favorites at 7:00 pm. The
cost is $25 per person, and reservations can be made online at the
new Lions website (www.panoramalions.com).
Call Charlotte Branham at 936-525-9004 for more information.

Yard of the Month

Golf Club Phone Numbers
Main		
Pro Shop		
Bar & Orders to go
Events/Catering

Nov 4	City Council meeting, 9:30 am at
City Hall.
Nov 5	Election Day, City Hall closed for
City business.

Lynda Pinter
87 Orinda

Nov 14	Liberty Belles Republican Women
at the clubhouse. Check-in 11:30 am,
Program at noon. Judge Jimmy
Edwards will talk about new
Montgomery County Veterans
Memorial Park. RSVP at
www.libertybellesrw.com.
Nov 21	Panorama Garden Club, field trip
to Montgomery County Extension
Office, 9020 Airport Road. Meet in
clubhouse parking lot at 9:30 am
and car pool to site. Subject will
be “bulbs.” Call Denise Harp at
206-227-7298 for details.
Nov 28	City Hall closed for Thanksgiving.
Also closed on Nov 29.
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